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What is the role of racism in nationalist politics and mass violence? This provocative short
course, dealing with theoretical, historical and topical concerns, brings together some of the
latest arguments in genocide research with contemporary research on racial nationalism
and the right, to address this question.

The first session will discuss a major new study, The Problems of Genocide, in which Dirk
Moses (senior editor of the Journal of Genocide Research) argues that rather than racial
hatred - such as Nazi antisemitism - the pursuit of ‘permanent security’ is the main driver of
violence against populations and this concept should even displace ‘genocide’. In this
session, Martin Shaw (the author of What is Genocide? and other books on the subject), will
introduce and evaluate Moses’ argument, in a wide-ranging critical introduction to the state
of genocide studies.

The second session will introduce Shaw’s own forthcoming book Strategic Hostility, which

makes a parallel argument that politically significant racism in contemporary Western



democracies (discussed mainly through the case of Brexit) is not driven by hatred as such,

but orchestrates hostility against immigrants for strategic electoral ends.

Session 1. Genocide, racial nationalism and ‘permanent security’

Part 1

e Raphael Lemkin, the Genocide Convention, and debate on ‘genocide’
e Moses’ The Problems of Genocide - a discussion

Part 2

e Antisemitism, permanent security and the Holocaust
e Racial hatred and security in 21st century genocide: Darfur, Syria and Myanmar

Session 2. Racial nationalism in contemporary politics

Part 1

e Nativism, strategic racism and the contemporary right
e The idea of genocide and the far right: the ‘great replacement’ and ‘white genocide’

Part 2

e Strategic racism in Brexit and the Johnson regime
e Comparative perspectives: Trump, Modi, Orban

Required reading:

Dirk Moses, The Problems of Genocide: Permanent Security and the Language of
Transgression (Cambridge University Press, 2021).

“White Genocide” and the Ethics of Public Analysis’, Journal of Genocide Research, 2019.
DOI: 10.1080/14623528.2019.1599493,

available at

https://www.dirkmoses.com/uploads/7/3/8/2/7382125/moses __ white genocide and th
e _ethics of public analysis 2.pdf

Martin Shaw, Strategic Hostility: Political Racism in Brexit and the Nationalist Tory Regime
(forthcoming; chapters will be made available to participants in advance).
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‘Racial self-interest, Max Weber and the production of racism: the strategy and propaganda
of Vote Leave during the Brexit referendum, Patterns of Prejudice, 54:4, 2020, pp 347-365,
DOI: 10.1080/0031322X.2020.1813959

‘The general hybridity of war and genocide’, Journal of Genocide Research, 9, 3, 2007, 461-
73.

Cas Mudde, The Far Right Today (Polity 2019).
Stuart Hall, Race, The Floating Signifier (Northampton, MA: Media Education Foundation,

1997), available at https://www.mediaed.org/transcripts/Stuart-Hall-Race-the-Floating-
Signifier-Transcript.pdf

Alana Lentin, 'Racism in Public or Public Racism: Doing antiracism in ‘postracial’ times',
Ethnic and Racial Studies, 2015, available at
https://www.academia.edu/8538920/Racism in Public or Public Racism Doing antiracis
m_in postracial times in Ethnic and Racial Studies special issue Reconfiguring Anti ra
cism
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