
The Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) invites applications for a Research Assistant 
position to work on the project “The social politics of risk in Africa (AFRICA’s RISKS)”, funded by the 
Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation (Proyectos de I+D de Generación de Conocimiento). The 
specific research under this call will focus on the analysis of interactions between exposures to economic 
and natural risks and social policy choices at national and sub-national level in sub-Saharan Africa.

We are seeking candidates at post-graduate / pre-doctoral level, preferably with strong quantitative 
training in political science, economics, geography, or related disciplines. Advanced knowledge of 
Stata and ability to handle larger cross-sectional and longitudinal data sets are a requirement. Basic 
to advanced user and programming skills in R and Geographic Information Systems software (either 
embedded within Stata, R or through self-standing platforms like Q-Gis) are an additional asset.

The responsibilities of the candidate will include cleaning and coding (where necessary) of household 
survey and cross-country data, acquiring and merging-in control variables, support to statistical and 
econometric analysis, as well as background research like literature reviews and minor administrative 
tasks. The candidate will also be involved in matching and analyzing geocoded survey records with 
geo-coded controls and event data, using existing GIS shape and raster files. The project emphasizes 
capacity-building and the candidate will be invited to co-author papers for conference presentations and 
journal submissions to support her future career development.

The work commitment is flexible, between 10-20 hour/week for 6 months, with possibility of extension 
by up to one year upon satisfactory performance. The start date is negotiable but should be no later 
than January 2024. Remuneration is commensurate with a PhD grant under the Spanish government 
fellowship system (pro rata).

INSTITUT BARCELONA D’ESTUDIS INTERNACIONALS (IBEI)

The Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) is an inter-university institute, created in 2004, to promote postgraduate 
training and research in politics and international relations. Aiming to advance the understanding of global challenges facing 
the world, IBEI is a centre of academic excellence that combines outstanding research with high-quality teaching and career 
development opportunities. Located at the crossroads between Europe, the Mediterranean and Latin America, Barcelona 
provides a unique environment to ponder the intricacies of governance, development and security on a global scale.

IBEI is an equal opportunities employer. IBEI holds the HR Excellence in Research distinction from 
the European Commission, which recognises the institute’s efforts to create a stimulating and 
favourable work environment and its commitment to continuously improve human resources policies. 
IBEI is committed to Open, Transparent and Merit-based recruitment of researchers.

More information about IBEI at www.ibei.org

VACANCY

Research Assistant

Applications must be submitted through the 
Application Form and it should include: 

 ● A letter of interest

 ● Current CV that includes contact information 
for two referees.

 ● Transcripts for relevant academic degrees.

Applications must be submitted by November 20, 2023 (10.00 am Barcelona time).

Grant number: PID2022-140461NB-I00

https://www.ibei.org/en/the-social-politics-of-risk-in-africa-africas-risks_327381
https://ibei.typeform.com/to/Ib2n1cww

