
The Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals invites applications for one 4-year full time pre-doc 
position (training of research personnel contract-FPI). Successful applicants would work as part of the 
research project “The social politics of risk in Africa (AFRICA’s RISKS)”, funded by the Spanish Ministry of 
Science and Innovation (Proyectos de I+D de Generación de Conocimiento). Candidates would work under 
the supervision (doctoral and project-related) of Dr. Frank Borge Wietzke, the PI of the grant. The successful 
applicant will become a core member of AFRICA’s RISKS’ project team, which will include the Principal 
Investigator and other external partners.

The project explores the relationship between individual and country-specific experiences of risk (economic, 
climatic, health-related) and the adoption of social protection policies like cash transfers, food aid, and 
social insurance programmes in Africa. We pay particular attention to the hitherto understudied demand-
side of social protection policies in the region. 

We are seeking candidates, preferably but not exclusively, with strong quantitative training in political 
science, economics, sociology, or related disciplines. Those working in the area of social policy are 
particularly encouraged to apply. The doctoral research of the selected candidate will be expected to 
contribute to the project through comparative country case studies or quantitative analyses. Those with 
appropriate skill sets will further be invited to contribute to survey experiments that will be carried out 
under the project. Excellent English skills (both oral and written fluency) are a requirement. 

Unless they are already part of a PhD programme at Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Universitat Autonoma 
de Barcelona or Universitat de Barcelona, successful applicants will be requested to apply for the PhD 
programme in Political and Social Sciences at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), under the supervision 
of Dr. Frank Borge Wietzke. 

Remuneration is commensurate with a PhD grant under the Spanish government fellowship system 
(contratos de formación de personal investigador predoctoral). The start date should be no later than 1st 
March 2024.

INSTITUT BARCELONA D’ESTUDIS INTERNACIONALS (IBEI)

The Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) is an inter-university institute, created in 2004, to promote postgraduate 
training and research in politics and international relations. Aiming to advance the understanding of global challenges facing 
the world, IBEI is a centre of academic excellence that combines outstanding research with high-quality teaching and career 
development opportunities. Located at the crossroads between Europe, the Mediterranean and Latin America, Barcelona 
provides a unique environment to ponder the intricacies of governance, development and security on a global scale.

IBEI is an equal opportunities employer. IBEI holds the HR Excellence in Research distinction from 
the European Commission, which recognises the institute’s efforts to create a stimulating and 
favourable work environment and its commitment to continuously improve human resources policies. 
IBEI is committed to Open, Transparent and Merit-based recruitment of researchers.

More information about IBEI at www.ibei.org

Applications must be submitted through the Application Form and 
it should include: 

 ● A motivation letter (1 page)
 ● Current CV
 ● Academic transcripts of latest degree
 ● A research proposal (3 pages max, references excluded)

Applications must be submitted by 26 January, 2024 (16.00h Barcelona time).

Grant number: PID2022-140461NB-I00

VACANCY

Pre-doc position

https://www.ibei.org/en/the-social-politics-of-risk-in-africa-africas-risks_327381
https://www.aei.gob.es/convocatorias/buscador-convocatorias/proyectos-generacion-conocimiento-2023
https://ibei.typeform.com/to/aphmNLIu

