
The Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals invites applications for two 4-year contract, full time pre-doc 
positions, as part of the ERC (European Research Council) funded project “ETHNICGOODS: States, Nationalism, 
and the Relationship Between Ethnic Diversity and Public Goods Provision”, led and coordinated by Dr. Matthias 
vom Hau. The successful applicants will become a core member of the ETHNICGOODS team (which will include the 
Principal Investigator, another established researcher, 2-3 PhD students, and 3-4 postdoctoral researchers). The 
PhD projects will contribute to ETHNICGOODS’ conceptual development and empirical research. 

Doctoral research will include the quantitative, cross-national analysis of the long-run impact of historical patterns 
of state development and nation-building on contemporary ethnic diversity and public goods provision. Doctoral 
research will also involve a qualitative analysis of these issues through in-depth historical case studies of select 
pairs of countries in different world regions. The selected candidates will conduct field work in their region of 
specialization. They will also participate in the development of new global datasets on state capacity and nation-
building. 

Applicants must possess a recent Masters’ degree in sociology, political science, international studies, development 
studies, or any related field. For one of the positions advanced quantitative skills are essential, for the other 
knowledge of qualitative research methods and experience in field research and/or archival work. Other desired 
qualifications include willingness to commit to a 4-5 year project based in Barcelona (although field work in the EU 
and/or other world regions will be required), excellent English skills (both oral and written fluency), and proficiency 
in Spanish. 

If they are not part of a PhD program already, then successful applicants will be requested to apply for the PhD 
Programme in Political and Social Sciences at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), under the supervision of Dr. 
Matthias vom Hau.

Remuneration is commensurate with a PhD grant under the Spanish government fellowship system. The start 
date should be no later than 1st October 2020.

VACANCIES

Applications must be submitted by June 10th, 2020 (10.00 am Barcelona time)

Applications should include: 
 ● A motivation letter (1 page) 
 ● Current CV
 ● A research proposal (max 3,000 words)

The application should be saved as one PDF 
document and sent to:

Carlos Sanchez. Research coordinator at IBEI
csanchez@ibei.org

Funded by the European Research Council (ERC) 
under the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme of the 
European Union. Grant agreement number 864333

INSTITUT BARCELONA D’ESTUDIS INTERNACIONALS (IBEI)

IBEI is a graduate teaching and research institution created by of all five public universities in Barcelona (Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona, Universitat de Barcelona, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, 
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya) and CIDOB (Barcelona Centre for International Affairs).

IBEI supports research in all fields of international politics, international relations, international security, foreign 
policy, globalization, development and inequalities.

IBEI is an equal opportunities employer. IBEI holds the HR Excellence in Research distinction from the European 
Commission, which recognises the institute’s efforts to create a stimulating and favourable work environment and 
its commitment to continuously improve human resources policies.

Further information about IBEI and its Master’s programmes can be obtained at www.ibei.org
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