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This course is about modern autocracies and their strategies to engage with neighbouring 
states and to form international organizations at global scale. These international 
organizations (founded and sponsored by such autocracies as China, Venezuela, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, and Russia) became important actors in the world politics of 21st century. Examples 
of these organizations are the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the Bolivarian Alliance for 
the Americas, the Commonwealth of Independent States, the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, the Eurasian Economic Union, among others. The influence of this 
“authoritarian regionalism” has radically increased in terms of both geographic scope and 
intensity, creating an unprecedented challenge to democracies and democratization 
worldwide, as well as to policy-makers. This course will address the impact, importance, 
causes and consequences of these international organizations in global politics and in 
Eurasia (looking into the implications for the EU’s External Neighborhood Policy). 
Understanding and analysis of authoritarian regionalism worldwide are relevant from both 
scientific and policy perspectives. How do these newly emerged international organizations 
interrelate and interact with the outside world? How do they counteract and confront the 
danger of democratization in their own member states and neighboring states? How and 
why do the political regimes, economic development, religions and cultures of the states 



 

 

matter in the foundation and development of these international organizations? The course 
aims to address these questions through travelling to “zones” of authoritarian regionalism 
in Arab regions (e.g., the Gulf Cooperation Council), in Latin American (e.g., the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples of Our America), post-Communist Eurasia (e.g., the Eurasian 
Economic Union), and China (e.g., the Shanghai Cooperation Council). Special attention will 
be paid to the implications and challenges faced by policy-makers in the EU’s Neighborhood 
and Eurasia. 
 

 
Session 1. Global Perspective: Arab Region, Latin America, and China 
 

The Gulf Cooperation Council, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and The Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples of Our America 
 

Required reading: 
 

Libman, A., and A. Obydenkova (2018) “Understanding Authoritarian Regionalism”, Journal 
of Democracy, Volume 29 (Issue 4), pp. 151-165 
https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/article/understanding-authoritarian-regionalism  
 

 
Recommended reading: 
 
Anastassia V. Obydenkova and Alexander Libman (2019) Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of 
International Organizations: Global Perspective and Eurasian Enigma Oxford University Press: 
Oxford and New York, Chapters 1-2-3; 6-7.  
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-
organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb 
 

 

 

Session 2. Eurasia and Implications for the EU’s Neighbourhood 
 

The Commonwealth of Independent States (the CIS) and Eurasian Economic Union (the 
EAEU) 
 
 

Required reading: 
 
Libman, A., and A. Obydenkova (2013) “Informal governance and participation in non-
democratic international organizations”. The Review of International Organizations, Vol. 8(2), 
221-245:  https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11558-012-9160-y 
 
 
 
 

https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/article/understanding-authoritarian-regionalism
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11558-012-9160-y


 

 

Recommended reading: 
 

Anastassia V. Obydenkova and Alexander Libman (2019) Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of 
International Organizations: Global Perspective and Eurasian Enigma Oxford University Press: 
Oxford and New York, Chapters 8-11.  
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-
organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb 
 
 
 

Session 3. Eurasia and Implications for the EU’s Neighbourhood 
 
The Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) 
 

Required reading: 
 
Libman, A., and A. Obydenkova (2018) “Regional International Organizations as a Strategy of 
Autocracy: The Eurasian Economic Union and Russian foreign policy” International Affairs 94 
(5), pp. 1037–1058; (Oxford University Press website): 
https://academic.oup.com/ia/article-abstract/94/5/1037/5092105?redirectedFrom=fulltext  
 

 
Recommended reading: 
 
Anastassia V. Obydenkova and Alexander Libman (2019) Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of 
International Organizations: Global Perspective and Eurasian Enigma Oxford University Press: 
Oxford and New York, Chapters 8-11.  
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-
organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb 
 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb
https://academic.oup.com/ia
https://academic.oup.com/ia/article-abstract/94/5/1037/5092105?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/authoritarian-regionalism-in-the-world-of-international-organizations-9780198839040?q=obydenkova&lang=en&cc=gb

