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The notion of a 'global accountability norm' suggests that countries
transitioning from authoritarian rule or civil conflict face have few options
except accountability to deal with their past. This paper questions that
notion and examines the different transitional justice pathways to
accountability and those that remain blocked. It further examines the
impact of those pathways on the goals of strengthening democracy and
improving human rights scores. The findings are based on a new database
that will soon be made publicly available.
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