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This paper examines policy preferences towards multi-dimensional
unemployment programs and asks two questions: Which elements of policy
change gain wide acceptance in the population? Are there systematic
differences in the dimensions that are relevant for different kinds of
publics? We conduct a conjoint experiment asking respondents to choose
between sets of alternative reforms of unemployment benefits. Our results
first show that respondents care mostly about the distributive effects of
policies: programs that increase protection for the most needy are
preferred over those that target other publics. While income, labor market
position, and risk situation have a surprisingly small influence on the
importance given to features of unemployment programs, ideology and
economic values turn out to affect the policy priorities of respondents. This
evidence provides strong support for the growing literature that finds that
ideology dominates interests when predicting attitudes towards
redistributive and insurance programs.
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