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“Neo-Extractivism“ in Latin America:        
A New Model of Rentism? 

 
This presentation addresses the concept of “new or neo-extractivism” and 
the changing role of the state in Latin America. Looking at a number of 
social and economic indicators, we observe, even after considering 
differences between countries, (neo-)extractivism is not a temporary 
economic strategy in the region. Instead, it exhibits features of a 
consolidated development project. Empirical evidence from the region 
shows the fundamental implications of resource-based development paths 
in politics, social relations and territorial orders. To grasp these implications 
conceptually, we argue for a shift in theoretical perspectives, related to the 
link between development and resource extraction. Key elements for such 
a shift are to be found in recent studies in rentier theory. 
 
Prof. Hans-Jürgen Burchardt 
Hans-Jürgen Burchardt is Director of the International Center for 
Development and Decent Work (since 2009) and Full Professor of 
International and Intersocietal Relations at the University of Kassel (since 
2005). Also, since 2007 he is the Spokesperson of the doctoral program 
Global Social Policies and Governance at the University of Kassel. Prior join 
the University of Kassel, Prof. Burchardt was Substitute Professor of 
Political Science and head of the International Studies Program in Political 
Management at the University of Applied Sciences in Bremen (2004-2005) 
and Head of a research project on international social policy at the Institute 
of Ibero-American Studies (IIK) in Hamburg (2003-2005). His main 
research areas are North-South Relations, Ecological, Labour and Social 
Policy Regimes in International Perspective, Democracy and Social 
Inequality, Theory of Development and Development Politics, and Latin 
America. 
 
 
 

 
Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals 
Ciutadella Campus (Universitat Pompeu Fabra) 

Mercè Rodoreda Building - 24  
Ramon Trias Fargas 25-27 / 08005 Barcelona 

T. (+34) 93.412.11.89 www.ibei.org  
(please, confirm your attendance csanchez@ibei.org) 

 


